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View east to Whalebone Point
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View from Whalebone Point towards House Beach
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View from the approximate position of the old Shearing shed back towards the house location
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The Hassell family descendants 
acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners of country  and 
recognizes their continuing 
connection to land, waters and 
community. We pay our respects 
to them and their cultures; and to 
elders both past and present.

The Hassell family had close 
engagement with the Noongar
communities, much of it no doubt  
problematic, but much of it 
mutually engaging as well.

Ethel Hassell, who lived on 
Kendenup station had a very close 
relationship with the Wheelman 
tribe and documented the stories, 
customs and daily activities they 
shared with her, in a journal. This 
remains a rare and very important 
record.

At right is a photo of an 
impressive large Noongar house 
from the Hassell archives, likely 
located at the Kendenup property.
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Acknowledgement of 
the Traditional Owners
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Contents

This presentation makes a 
proposal which we believe is in the 
interests of all parties, the Shire, 
the Department of Planning, 
Lands, and Heritage, the public, 
and us, the Hassell family 
descendants, who are very long 
term stakeholders in the 
community with a 198 year
historical connection to the  
Doubtful Island coast.

! First we will respond to the 
Coastal Management Plan, and
show how we believe 
engagement and partnership 
with the Hassell family 
descendants is more in keeping 
with the plan, rather than 
severing this connection.

! We will then share a little of this 
history.

! Finally we propose a transition 
and engagement process, 
resulting in a much better 
outcome for the House Beach 
transformation into a desirable 
attraction and resource for the 
wider community.

House Beach at Doubtful Island Bay 
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We, the Hassell family 
descendants who are the past  
leaseholders, do have a very deep 
connection to this coast. 

This connection started with 
maritime visits by Captain John 
Hassell along the coast (from 
1824) to establishment of 
Jerramungup and the pastoral 
corridor to Doubtful Island Bay 
(from the land taken up in 1849) to 
the use of Fishery Cove / House 
Beach for landing supplies and 
export of wool (1870s to 1930s),  
to recreational use from the 1940s 
formalized with a lease and replica 
of the original cottage from 1981, 
continuing to this day, 2021.

From John Hassell 1798-1883 to 
AY Hassell 1841-1918, his brothers 
and their descendants  is a living, 
continuous and very strong 
connection, that has continued 
through seven generations, for 198 
years. 
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Deep Connection
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Acknowledgement and 
Agreement with Coastal 
Management Plan

The Coastal Management Plan has 
identified House Beach Tenure, 
design of camping area, access 
and weed management as Top 
Priority Issues. (Action 3)

The Hassell family descendants 
(Hassells, Vandenbergs, Balls and 
Ohlsens)  acknowledge and 
recognize the benefit and validity 
of the plan.

We would like to be 
acknowledged in return as key 
stakeholders, given our two 
centuries of knowledge of the area 
and long term time and financial 
investment in the locale.

We also bring access to our very 
detailed archives, stories, and 
expertise.
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Ongoing, Meaningful 
Engagement

As a key stakeholder in House 
Beach, the Hassell family 
descendants are looking forward 
to ongoing, meaningful 
engagement with the Shire.

At the same time, the family are 
realistic in the anticipation of 
changes, but see real value to all 
stakeholders in continuing the 
existing deep and complex 
relationship with the site.

The plan foresees a need for on-
ground management activities.

The Hassell family descendants 
currently informally provide some 
services to the area, including 
supervision, provision of water, 
maintenance of a museum of the 
history of the area, and frequent 
cleanups of messes left by 
unsupervised visitors.

The family want to be involved in 
the transformation, rather than 
being evicted.
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The Plan envisages 
partnerships between 
community members 
supported by local 
government

The Hassell family descendants are 
a key community group at House 
Beach, who are very willing and 
able to help look after their patch, 
supported through a partnership 
with the local government.

In the spirit of the plan, the family 
would like to open a discussion 
with the Shire on how to 
implement this community group 
engagement.

We believe this would be the 
outcome most in alignment the 
terms of reference of the plan, 
more than eviction and severing of 
the long relationship.



House Beach at Doubtful Island Bay 

Part of the Coastal 
History

The European Heritage history 
included in the plan does not 
currently include the Hassell family 
contribution to the area and the 
coast. John Hassell was a prime 
representative of all the categories 
in the first paragraph - an early 
seafarer in the 1820s, a 
sandalwood trader in the 1840s, an 
explorer for good land, and a very 
early and entrepeneurial settler, as 
well as the first gold miner in 
Western Australia.

We would be happy to assist the 
Shire in including these stories in 
future amendments.

John Hassell was a visitor to the 
Doubtful coast from 1824 and his 
holdings in the area Jerramungup
date from 1848.

We will share a little of the long 
history of the family relationship 
with the region in the next few 
slides.
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A Brief History of the 
Hassell family in the 
Great Southern
Maritime History:

John Hassell (1798, Shoreditch, 
London) arrived in Australia in 
January 1824 as Chief Officer on 
the brig Belinda. The ship was 
wrecked on Middle Island off 
Esperance in July 1824 during a 
seal skin hunting trip. The 26 
person crew had to survive for 5 
months until their rescue in 
December 1824.

He became a ship’s captain with 
the Governor Arthur, sailing out of 
Hobart back and forward to 
Sydney, and received a land grant 
on the Tamar river in 1828, where 
he could both farm the land, and 
anchor his ship.

He captained the Hetty next, 
delivering sheep, hay and wool to 
Sydney.

In 1830 he commanded the 
schooner the Prince Regent, then 
in 1833 the barque the Freak, and 
then the schooner the Active. 

In 1838 he married Ellen Boucher 
back in Southwark UK, and 
immediately sailed for the new 
colony in  King Georges Sound, 
(now Albany) as a passenger on 
the Dawson, with the intent to 
take up good farming land to start 
a pastoral business, funded by his 
wife’s brother Frederick Boucher.
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A Brief History of the 
Hassell family in the 
Great Southern

Pastoral History: 

Upon arrival at Albany in 1839, 
John sold his cargo and 
commenced to buy land including 
Kendenup. With his experience in 
Tasmania raising sheep, he knew 
which land to look for. After 
completing this business he sailed 
for Adelaide and then Launceston, 
where he sold his ship and his 
land, and his wife gave birth to 
their first child. They returned to 
Albany by ship on 9th February 
1840, with 8 workers and two 
maids, ready to start their new life.

Through the 1840s as he got to 
understand the country, he 
continued to apply for leases 
heading east. By January 1849 he 
had requested 8000 acres at 
Jerramungup, less than 3 months 
after Surveyor Roe had visited it 
for the first time.

By 1850 John Hassell had holdings 
of over 60,000 acres, a string of 
eastern properties centred around 
permanent water,  allowing him to 
drove the flocks to Kendenup for 
shearing.

By his death in 1883 an astonishing 
360,928 acres were held by John 
Hassell, as shown in the map on 
the right, 120,000 of it in Kent, 
with 10,000 of it at Doubtful 
Island.
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Importance of Doubtful 
Island property and 
House Beach

The Gairdner River linked a chain 
of properties along permanent 
water. This chain of properties 
provided the infrastructure link for 
the eastern end of the properties, 
down to the sea.

The Doubtful Island property was 
a very important asset for shipping 
out the wool, and sheep were 
driven from the good grass at 
Jerramungup down to the sea for 
shearing. 

House Beach, opening up to the 
north-facing, well protected 
Fishery Cove, was the gateway to 
this eastern enterprise. This 
complemented the route back to 
Kendenup, which then connected 
to both Perth and Albany.

The eastern properties were 
managed by A.Y. Hassell, as the 
properties were divided amongst 
the sons.

In 1928 a private telephone line 
connected House Beach to 
Jerramungup.
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Consolidating the 
Jerramungup to 
Doubtful Connection

By 1876 John Hassell’s properties 
surrounded Quaalup which was 
held by the Wellstead family from 
1850s, as shown on the map on the 
right.

In 1892 A.Y. Hassell purchased the 
property from the Wellsteads, 
consolidating his holdings along 
the Gairdner River.

Several of these parcels are 
currently owned by Hassells, so 
have only been out of the family 
between for 28 of the last 130 –
the years between 1950 to 1978.
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The House at House 
Beach

These two views from 1910 and 
1930 show the pastoral nature of 
the House Beach properties.

The house was located to the west 
end of the bay, while the shearing 
shed and wood shed were located 
on the east side. 

The land was open grassland 
rather than scrub and trees, in the 
100 years since these photos were 
taken, the bush has obscured the 
open views to some extent.

House Beach at Doubtful Island Bay 
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Pastoral Activities

House Beach was basically the 
port for the eastern Hassell 
properties, where materials and 
supplies could be brought in, and 
the products of farming shipped 
out to Albany, as there was no 
good road.

Even the pre- 1900 house was 
shipped in prefabricated from 
Albany. Materials were in such 
short supply that these remote 
buildings were cannibalised as 
needs changed– Quaalup
homestead was extended using 
materials from the shearing shed 
at House Beach.

Sheep were shorn close to the 
beach and the fleece loaded onto 
rafts that were then floated out to 
clipper ships just off the coast.

The many shearers and workers 
were housed in camps, so the 
location has always supported a 
population of campers.

The shearers and workers included 
aboriginal and Chinese, so it was a 
diverse and interesting mix of 
people for that time.
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Early Chinese History in 
Australia

“Extensive living quarters would 
have been needed, for 30 shearers 
and possibly 20 farm workers at 
times. Tents could have been used 
for seasonal workers. Many of the 
farm workers were  Aboriginals 
(who would have had their own 
camp) and some Chinese were 
employed, notably for fencing.”

A unique aspect to the history of 
this place is the early presence of 
Chinese in Western Australia, 
which will be an important tourism 
story, and meaningful to Asian 
Australians.

The Hassell family employed many 
Chinese workers between 1850 to 
the gold rush time, and have 
records of their names and details.

The first group of 10 was 
employed from Singapore.

There is a grave of a Chinese cook 
Ping Hweng near Flinders Well, 
which should be documented and 
protected.

The image at right is of 3 Chinese 
stockmen plus two Europeans on 
John Hassell’s property in the 
1870s.

House Beach at Doubtful Island Bay 
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The four Houses of 
House Beach

The original house was built for 
John Hassell’s son Albert Young 
Hassell, 

From the Doubtful History 
website: “In 1894 AY Hassell had 
built a shearing shed and living 
quarters at House Beach so that 
wool could be shipped from there 
to Albany. The original 
house/humpy at House Beach was 
built in c1893. It and/or the 2nd 
house was shifted from Albany 
and transported on the Grace 
Darling. It was replaced in c1900, 
which burnt down in 1980.”

So the House at House Beach is in 
fact a succession of houses built 
by the Hassell family, the current 
house is the fourth in the series. 
The current house has been there 
for over 40 years, the previous 
version lasted 80 years.

The current house was built to 
replicate the form and 
arrangement of the original house.

From the photo on the right it can 
be seen that the houses are very 
similar in plan, form (hipped roof 
plus lean to) openings and 
materials.

House Beach at Doubtful Island Bay 
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House #3

The third house at House Beach 
was built around 1900.

It was located on the rise, just 
above the western camping area.

The loss of the original house 
through fire in 1980 is a great pity 
and we wish the Shire had done 
more to require it to be conserved 
and protected from harm. 

A full Conservation Plan and legal 
protection for historic structures in 
in the region is sorely needed.

Ron Heberle senior reported that 
there were some whaling station 
remains in House Beach, in the 
early days. He and Graham 
Bowden found whales teeth at 
House Beach. Bill Hassell found 
some broken try pots near 
Whalers / Flinders well and 
remains of huts.

The remaining artefacts around 
the Doubtful peninsular and 
graves should be given proper 
protection and conserved  -
especially the ones on private 
property before the new buyer 
develops the land.

House Beach at Doubtful Island Bay 
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Recreational Use

AY Hassell’s and later Edney 
Hassell’s families did not only use 
the property for pastoral activities.

It has been a recreational spot for 
over 100 years for the family too.

At the top is a photo of Edney 
Hassell, AY Hassell and Jim 
McGlade driving on the beach in a 
Model T ford before 1918.

In the photo below Edney Hassell’s 
daughters Marjorie and Rosy are 
swimming sometime around 1918-
1930, with the wool or shearing 
shed visible in the background.

The centre picture shows a recent
view. The vegetation to the dunes 
has increased substantially over 
period, particularly at the eastern 
end.

House Beach at Doubtful Island Bay 
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Discussion of House 
Beach and Lease in the 
Coastal Management 
Plan 2017-2027

We note that the Coastal 
Management Plan has various and 
conflicting statements on the 
lease, ranging from “Liaison with 
Leaseholders” to 
recommendations to review the 
lease. The lease is clearly identified 
as an issue to be resolved. 

This submission requests that this 
process is carried out in 
accordance through liaison with  
the Leaseholder, as this 
stakeholder engagement has not 
yet happened. Instead the process 
has been opaque and unilateral.

We also note that most, if not all, 
of the actions recommended are 
not contingent on the lease, and 
the Hassell family descendants are 
looking forward to more 
engagement and liaison moving 
forward.

While the time frame suggested is 
quite short within 1-5 years, there 
are many processes involved that 
may take some time. We propose 
that a flexible lease arrangement 
can be continued which can slot 
into the actual schedule.
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The Reconstructed A.Y. 
Hassell Homestead.

Concerns about the lease being a 
precedent is not valid if the lease 
is tied to the requirement the 
leaseholders being Hassell family 
descendants – this is a unique and 
non-replicable situation.

The house #4 is built on the same 
floorplan and elevations as the 
previous house #3, and built by 
the same family to replace it, 
therefore is a reconstruction that 
is meaningful.

Since House #3 was and was on 
private land, even if not destroyed 
by fire, it would not have been 
able to become a public asset. 

Now, the reconstructed 
homestead is on the public 
reserve, and will be accessible, and 
an excellent focus for future 
development. The building can be 
the anchor for historical 
interpretive materials and will add 
meaning and depth to the 
location.

Seen in the wider picture with
Quaalup homestead and the 
interpretive materials at Point Ann 
about the rabbit proof fence and 
telegraph line, House Beach will 
enhance the experience of the 
Fitzgerald / Doubtful area as an 
interesting and unique historic 
attraction.



House Beach at Doubtful Island Bay 

Stakeholder Response -
Engagement vs 
Termination

The Hassell family descendants 
have always seen the lease as a 
way of preserving history, as well 
as continuing their 198 year
relationship with the location.

Rather than eviction and unilateral 
termination of the relationship, the 
proposal is a transition through 
ongoing dialogue and 
engagement.

Historical ties are important, and 
the family is deeply connected to 
this region. The family is fortunate 
to have several archivists and 
historians and there is a wealth of 
information and artefacts which 
are not yet in the public realm, as 
well as published books and 
papers such as:

“My Dusky Friends” by Ethel 
Hassell (1910/1975)– one of the 
most important documents of the 
Noongar legends, customs and 
language from Jerramungup.

“The Hassells of Albany” by Cleve 
Hassell (1976)

“Fire Ecology Studies in the 
Fitzgerald National Park” by Cleve 
Hassell. (2000)
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High Cultural Value

The Hassell family descendants are 
in full support of the measures to 
preserve the land and biodiversity 
and to enhance the beauty and 
accessibility of the area. 

Through their presence the family 
do perform an informal caretaker 
role for the area.

We would request that the Values 
include the social, agricultural and 
maritime heritage value of the site. 
As an early site for whaling, 
fishing, for droving, shearing, and 
using the shore to barge wool, 
sandalwood and other materials to 
ships in the protected anchorage, 
it is an important site in early 
European history.

There are graves, dams, sheep 
dips, ceramic insulators, and 
remains of telegraph poles in the 
area, and no doubt many other 
artefacts which should be 
documented, preserved, protected 
and explained. 

Much has already vanished, along 
with the people with first hand 
knowledge and oral histories of 
the place.

It is an interesting place where 
Noongar shearers,  American 
whalers, colonial settlers, Chinese 
labourers all interacted as 
Australia went through an 
immense transformation.



House Beach at Doubtful Island Bay 

Design Masterplan for 
the Area

The report strongly recommends 
professional design of the 
camping area and rehabilitation.

We support this and would like to 
see the very important historical 
aspect to the area be emphasized, 
as a unique and key aspect of this 
beach, rather than it just being 
seen as another pleasant 
uninhabited beach along the coast.

It has only retained what it has due 
to its inaccessibility, the moment it 
is more accessible it will be 
destroyed unless very well 
designed and taken care of. 

We support this statement:

“Consideration should be given to 
recognizing the historical 
significance of the building and 
broader access to the building by 
the public, while accommodating 
the need of increased camping 
and visitation to the overall area.”
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Concept for House 
Beach Visitor Centre 
and Camping Ground

Erasing history and turning House 
Beach into a purely recreational 
area is a great waste. This concept 
plan shows how house #4 can 
form the heart of a visitor and 
interpretative centre for House 
Beach and the Doubtful Islands.

Surrounded by private land, the 
reserve is deep rather than wide. 
Frontage should be preserved for 
history, nature, erosion prevention 
and beach access.

Ample camping spots and parking 
should be set back slightly from 
the coast to preserve the 
ambiance of the wild place, with 
planting restored and protected.

This concept separates boating 
and heritage recreational visitors, 
so each can focus on their own 
activity. Camping is kept off the 
main access road, and clustered 
around good stands of peppermint 
trees. 

Walking tracks lead campers to 
the beach, off the road, through 
restored vegetation.

A walk to the east leads to the 
headland, Flinders Well and Ping 
Hweng’s grave.  Continuing along 
Torregellup Beach leads to the 
natural attractions and pastoral 
artefacts of the Doubtful 
Peninsular
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